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The Singing Bowl 

Take a moment to listen to the sound of the bowl  
as it echoes and reverberates through the church and slowly fades away. 

 
Opening Invocation 
 

As we gather here in this harbor of safety, we give thanks for fellowship and family. 
We ask for strength in all adversity and the inspiration to love and care for one another. 

Let our hearts be filled with peace and understanding  
so that as we journey onwards, we pour out love and grace to others. 

We ask that our souls catch the wind of the Spirit  
so that we may carry the promise of peace and joy to all the earth. 

 
Welcome 
 
Prayer Cards 
 
During the following music meditation, you are invited to write the name(s) of someone you think is a saint and/or 
someone you would never want to forget. The ushers will collect the cards later in the service and they will 
be read aloud during the Prayers. You can indicate on the card if you wish your prayers to remain 
private. 
 
Music Meditation 
 
Reading: Romans 8:38-39 
 
For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
Reading: “Do It Anyway” by St. Teresa of Calcutta (1910-1997) 
 
People are often unreasonable, illogical and self-centered; 
Forgive them anyway. 
If you are kind, people may accuse you of selfish, ulterior motives; 
Be kind anyway. 
If you are successful, you will win some false friends and some true enemies; 
Succeed anyway. 
If you are honest and frank, people may cheat you; 
Be honest and frank anyway. 
What you spend years building, someone could destroy overnight; 
Build anyway. 
If you find serenity and happiness, they may be jealous; 
Be happy anyway. 
The good you do today, people will often forget tomorrow; 
Do good anyway. 
Give the world the best you have, and it may never be enough; 
Give the world the best you’ve got anyway. 
You see, in the final analysis, it is between you and your God; 
It was never between you and them anyway. 
 



 
Reflection 
 
Song: I Sing a Song of the Saints of God 
 

 
 
  



The Prayers 
 
The Blessing Over the Bread 
 

Just as rain and snow fall from the heavens and return not again, but water the earth,  
bringing forth life and giving growth, seed for sowing and bread for eating; 

 
So is the love that flows through us, bringing us life and giving us growth; 

 
It will not return empty, but will break open your life as a gift for feeding others,  

just as we now break open this loaf of bread as a gift for feeding one another. 
 

During the breaking of bread, please feel warmly invited to come forward to receive a 
piece of bread as a sign of your place in the family of things 

 
Blessing & Dismissal  
 

Life is short, and we do not have too much time  
to gladden the hearts of those who walk the way with us; 

so be swift to love, make haste to be kind,  
and may the Blessing of the One who created us, 

redeemed us, and who walks always with us, 
be with us and all those we love, this day and always. Amen. 

 
Following the service, please join us ouside for  

glowsticks in the dark. 
 


